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 Organic Law 6/2001 of December 21st governing Universities, establishes in article 1 

that the University performs a higher education public service through research, teaching 

and study, and its functions include the creation, development, divulging and criticism of 

science. It also establishes that “alumni associations will promote the image of their 

universities and will actively cooperate in the access of their graduates to the world of 

work, the recruitment of new students, and the implementation of cultural activities or 

those of social interest. Alumni associations will boost those patronage activities which 

are beneficial for their university as well as any others that may strengthen ties between 

the university and society” (article 67.2 of the University Students Statute, passed by 

Royal-decree law 1791/2010 of December 30th). 

(1) The Alumni and Friends Associations of the University of Salamanca (Alumni – 

Universidad de Salamanca), created more than fifty years ago (in 1954 and formally 

constituted as an association in 1963) keeps the spirit of those graduates who promoted 

its founding alive, contributing to harmony and equality amongst its members. It is 

committed to permanent cooperation with the University of Salamanca in compliance 

with its institutional aims. The University of Salamanca was the first in Spain to form an 

association of this type in order to maintain relationships with students and staff who 

passed through it and not lose touch with them due to distance, circumstances or their 

professional paths. It promotes initiatives that enable its members to be in contact with 

each other and move towards the achievement of rights and ideals. 

(2) Almost since its foundation, the University of Salamanca has always considered music 

to form part of its teaching, both from a theoretical and practical point of view. The Chair 

of Music, founded by Alfonso X in 1252, was active until 1792, and was held by figures 

such as Bartolomé Ramos de Pareja, Francisco Salinas, Bernardo Clavijo del Castillo, 

Sebastián de Vivanco or Antonio Yanguas. Many of these were practicing musicians and 

composers as well as teachers and their music was played at the university’s official 

ceremonies. In fact, the university had its own musical chapel during the latter two thirds 

of the 18th century, with Juan Antonio Aragüés, the last holder of the chair of Music as 

Kapellmeister for most of its existence. The revival of the University of Salamanca in the 

20th century led to a renewed interest in music. While theoretical aspects directly related 

to history and science of music were integrated by corresponding Bachelor and Master 

degrees, the recovery of musical practice was boosted decades earlier, thanks to the 

creation of the University Choir in 1950. Since then, this group has developed a long and 

ambitious programme of training and interpretation, becoming one of the backbones of 

the cultural activities of the university. Musical specialization projects such as the Early 

Music Academy of the University of Salamanca and its dependent music groups have 

been integrated in its wake. 

(3) Maestro Jesús García-Bernalt, founder and conductor of the University’s choir up until 

his retirement in 1990, was of pivotal importance in this process of recovery of musical 

activity in the University of Salamanca. He also held the position of organist in the Royal 

Chapel of San Jerónimo during this period. Not only did Jesús García-Bernalt contribute 

to enliven the university’s musical life, but he also played a major role in promoting music 

in the city of Salamanca through his activities as a teacher, organist, conductor, composer 

and arranger, amongst others.  



 

 

(4) For all the above reasons, the García-Bernalt Alonso family has decided to promote the 

Jesús García-Bernalt – Alumni Universidad de Salamanca Award, which, in its second 

edition, is governed by the following rules. 

RULES 

1. Aim of the award 

The aim of the Jesús García-Bernalt Award is to reward the composition of choral musical 

pieces, in the terms indicated in the following rules. 

2. Requirements of the participants and their works 

All students, Alumni and graduates of the University of Salamanca and the Conservatory 

of Music of Castile and León are invited to apply, as are composers pursuing the award, 

regardless of their education or where they studied. 

All works submitted must not have been previously published or presented in public, nor 

should they have received other awards or honorary mentions. Authorship must be 

personal and original. 

The composers must be free to use their work (lyrics and music) for any purpose they see 

fit according to law and, specifically, must be in possession of all rights regarding 

reproduction, distribution and public communication. 

The work entered in the competition must fulfill the technical criteria described below: 

a) It must be an original mixed voice choir a capella work, composed for four or more 

voices (at least SATB - soprano, alto, tenor, bass). 

b) It must not be shorter than two minutes nor longer than six. 

The jury will take into particular consideration in their evaluation the suitability of the 

work for interpretation by a university choir.  

3. Possible categories, monetary award and other aspects  

If appropriate, the jury may also award a runner-up prize or decide to award the prize to 

two works ex aequo. The total monetary award in any outcome will be 3,500 euros, to be 

shared, as determined by the jury, amongst the prizewinners in the case of more than one. 

All prizewinners will receive a diploma. The jury may decide not to select a winner if 

they consider the merits of all the works presented to be unsuitable or inadequate. 

The winning work will be performed by the Choirs of the University of Salamanca and 

will become part of their repertoire.  

4. Application process 

To be eligible for the award, applicants must provide proof that they and the work they 

submit fulfill all the requirements and the application must be submitted by the closing 

date and in accordance with the following: 

 



 

 

Applicants may submit their entries from 21 March 2022 to 25 July 2022 at 2pm. 

Application will be completed by submitting the following documents: 

(a) Score in .pdf format as well as an audio file in .wav, .mp3 or .midi format for 

evaluation by the jury.. 

(b) Written application addressed to the President of the Alumni – University of 

Salamanca Management Board. This document will quote the piece’s sources of 

inspiration, technical characteristics, specific indications for its performance (if 

necessary) and a certificate of the work’s authenticity and authorship, as well as 

certification that there is no conflict with the ownership of intellectual property 

rights. A signed document must also be included consenting to participate in the 

award as well as acceptance of all rules and regulations. 

(c) The applicant’s CV and, if necessary, statement of other merits deemed relevant 

for the achievement of the award. 

All the required documents will be addressed via email to alumni@usal.es. 

All applications that do not fulfill the requirements to take part in the competition will be 

rejected. 

5. Jury and presentation of the award 

The jury will be formed by: 

(a) The Rector of the University of Salamanca, or vice rector to whom he delegates 

representation, serving as president of the jury. 

(b) President of the Alumni - University of Salamanca Management Board, or person 

to whom he delegates representation, serving as Secretary to the Jury 

(c) Director of the Service of Cultural Activities of the University of Salamanca, or 

person to whom he delegates representation. 

(d) Conductor of the University Choirs and Early Music Academy of the University 

of Salamanca, or person to whom he delegates representation. 

(e) Director of the Conservatory of Music of Castile and Leon, or person to whom 

she delegates representation. 

(f) A representative of the García-Bernalt Alonso family. 

(g) Enrique Cabero Morán, vice president of the Advisory Council of Alumni – 

University of Salamanca and tenured professor in the University. 

The jury’s decision is final. Prizewinners and all participants in the competition will be 

notified of the results and these will be published on the Alumni – University of 

Salamanca website before 30 September 2022. The award ceremony will take place at a 

public academic event, public health regulations permitting, and will be publicized 

accordingly. 

6. Competition and regulatory standards 

The jury of the Jesús García Bernalt – Alumni University of Salamanca Award is 

authorized to interpret these rules and solve any incidents that may arise in the process, 

even if not explicitly included in them. 
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7. Exclusion of applicants and dismissal of the award 

The jury will have the power to agree on the exclusion of applicants or the withdrawal of 

a prize if they become aware of attested facts that prove that the work entered is not 

original, has a high percentage of plagiarism or contravenes any rule or regulation 

governing this award. The jury reserves the right to use any plagiarism detection means 

deemed necessary. 

8. The jury may agree on the exclusion of applicants or the withdrawal of the award if there 

is proof the applicant has acted in bad faith, has performed any acts that indicate an 

explicit lack of integrity or ethically intolerable or offensive conduct, and major offences 

against human dignity or detrimental to equality, public freedoms or fundamental rights. 

If said facts are acknowledged after the award ceremony has taken place, the jury may 

agree to declare it null and void and demand that the applicant reimburse any prize money 

and diploma awarded, which by having given their consent to these rules and regulations 

and applying for the prize under these specific conditions they are so required to do.  

 

 

  


